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Purposes are;
1. Monitoring El Nino with TAO array as the TAO/TRITON array
2. Air-sea interaction study over the warm pool area in the western Pacific
 - Improvement of the predictability of El Nino



March, 1998 March, 1999 March, 2000

March, 2001 March, 2002 August, 2002

Development of TRITON buoy array from 1998 to
2002

Purposes;
1. Monitoring ENSO as TAO/TRITON array
2. Air-sea interaction over the Pacific and Indian Ocean warm pool
3. Variability of temperature and salinity in the warm pool
 - Improvement of the predictability of El Nino



TAO/TRITON array data
Successfully monitored 2002-03 El Nino

Anomaly of Surface Water
Temperature ℃

Anomaly of the Heat Content
in the layer of  0 –300m



New TRITON web page to be appeared from May 2004



Tropical mooring array at present

TRITON TAO
PIRATA



   What TRITON faces at present, and what is next
step?

・Leveled fund makes difficult to maintain full array.

・Improvement the buoy technologies to make low
cost
   for maintenance and easy deployment is
necessary to
   sustain and expand the array.

・Ship time shortage (one time service at each
location)
   makes difficult to keep the health of buoy.

・Continued vandalism near coast.

・Possible buoy array expansion in the Indian Ocean
     (participation by coastal countries required)



R/V Varuna Jaya,
BPPT, Indonesia





Masumoto et al.





The float was splashed with blue paint. Fishing lines entangled at a CT sensor.

Damages of 5S,95E buoy
deployment 26 October 2001
recovery      3   August 2002



Two patrol lights were stolen.

Propeller was stolen.

Cable was cut.

Rain gauges and
radar reflector were

stolen

Damages of 5S,95E buoy deployment 26 October 2001
recovery       3  August 2002
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